First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 2323 Broadway Street, Lubbock, TX, 79401-2916
Attendance
April 1, 2018
Sunday School: 203
Services:
9:00– 465
11:00– 77
Contributions:
April 1, 2018
General Budget:
$27,114.73
Total Designated: $0

May 2018 Edition
M AY 1, 2018

V OLUME XXIX , I SSUE 5

Attendance
April 8, 2018
Sunday School:190
Worship Services:
9:00– 215
11:00– 51
Contributions
April 8, 2018
General Budget:
$24,048.56
Total Designated:
$1,681.00
Attendance
April 15, 2018
Sunday School:170
Worship Services:
9:00– 218
11:00– 70
Contributions
April 15, 2018
General Budget:
$10,755.50
Total Designated:
$150.00
Attendance
April 22, 2018
Sunday School:178
Worship Services:
9:00– 203
11:00– 60
Contributions
April 22, 2018
General Budget:
$12,679.29
Total Designated:
$25.00

This issue covers news
for the month of

May 2018

This is an event for us to honor our mothers. Tickets to the banquet can be
purchased at the church on Sunday, May 6th and
Sunday, May 13th.
Our outreach project for the banquet will be collecting supplies for
Open Door Ministries. The CWF asks that you bring the following items to the
banquet to donate to and support the Open Door Ministry:
Feminine Hygiene products: Tampons and pads
Travel Size Bug Spray
Travel Size Sun Screen
Travel Size Deodorant
Socks (men’s & women’s)

CWF 2nd Tuesday Fellowship Dinner!
All women of FCC are invited to join together on the 2nd
Tuesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. at Orlando’s Italian
Restaurant on the S. Loop & Indiana. The next gathering will be
Tuesday, May 8, 2018. This is sure to be a time of delicious food,
fabulous fun, & wonderful fellowship!!
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A Message From Rev. Carpenter

G

reetings in the name of Jesus our Lord! I’m writing to highlight the pulse of
our church and a few updates on God’s work through FCC. I pause each
morning for prayer and gratitude for all of the individuals and families that
make up our congregation. Thank you for sharing your life and faith with each
other!

 We welcome and celebrate adding our new Minister of Pastoral Care,
Rev. Paul Carpenter
Senior Minister
paul@fcclubbock.org

“THE LIGHT” is
published monthly
January—December
Managing Editor:
Crystal Vinson.
Deadline for news is
the Thursday before
“The Light” is
mailed.
“The Light”
informs members of
congregational
news/activities.

Rev. Arlano Funderburk. Arlano spent the past four decades in campus ministry
at South Plains College for the Baptist Student Ministries. His roots are in the
Southern Baptist Church, he has a continued ministry in Juarez, Mexico, and has
a great love for the culture and care at First Christian Church. Arlano will be
focusing on our seniors ministries to begin (Keenagers, Silver Stars, Homebound
members), and will also add ministries to include adult retreats. Please join me
in welcoming Arlano to our staff and pastoral team!

 Our church year begins July 1 and the transition has begun. Our outgoing
chairmen have led well and are prepared to hand off the baton to incoming
leadership. After meeting with our incoming Elder Chair, Linda Greenstreet, and
Board Chair, Mike Cunningham, the ministry focus for 2018-2019 will include
“touching others,” “persevering and staying the course with hope,” and
“stepping up to lead.” As we enter another year, our staff and elders are
committed to maintaining and improving our pastoral care. Each of us plays a
role in the welcome and embrace of FCC. Thank you for being a pastor to those
around you and for looking out for the good of your brothers and sisters in
Christ. If you are aware of someone in need of encouragement or assistance, go
for it! Reach out yourself, and/or call the church. Remember, no one walks alone
at FCC.

 Our mission to invest in college students will take new steps this year as well.
IS YOUR
“LIGHT” LATE?
If this issue is not
delivered to you by
Saturday, call Crystal
at the church,
763-1995 or
e-mail her at
crystal@fcclubbock.org

Next Issue:
May 31, 2018
(June Issue)
Next Deadline:
Thursday,
May 24, 2018

Remember the goal is to seek unique relationships with Tech/Lubbock
Christian/South Plains/Wayland students to carry out the Great Commission:
To invest in others, discipling the next generation. Many of you signed up to help
in various ways. We will contact you soon with dates and opportunities to join in
this mission. Remember, that even though we are called to serve, we must be
filled ourselves first. I urge our church to remember the Gospel and foster a
strong relationship with Jesus. Our greatest strength is our connection to God
through Jesus in the Holy Spirit.

 Psalm 145 is heavy on my heart for this year. I pray it daily in our sanctuary using
our altar Bible. I believe it is powerful and full of promises for FCC. If you’re
needing help from God and a Word to believe in, enjoy Psalm 145.
“The Lord is righteous in all His ways and loving toward all He has made. The Lord is
near to all who call on Him, to all who call on Him in truth.”
– Psalm 145:17-18
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Upcoming May Gatherings & Meetings…

















CMF Weekly Men’s Breakfast, Every Tuesday Morning, 7:00am, Cast Iron Grill, 620 19th St
College & Career Bible Study & Dinner, Every Tuesday Evening, 6:30pm, Kuykendall Hall (May 1st and 8th)
Noon Bible Study, Every Wednesday Afternoon, 12:10-12:50pm, Chapel
Oasis Book Club, Thursday, May 3rd, 7:00pm, Contact Church Office for Location
Keenagers Outing, Friday, May 4th, 8:00am, Outing to Amarillo, TX
CWF 2nd Tuesday Fellowship Dinner, Tuesday, May 8th, 6:00pm, Orlando’s on S. Loop 289 & Indiana
College Worship Night & Fellowship, Thursday, May 10th, 6:30pm, Chapel/Courtyard
Deborah CWF, Thursday, May 10th, 7:00pm, Contact Church Office for Location
Finance Committee, Monday, May 14th, 11:45am, Conference Room
CWF Mother’s Day Banquet, Monday, May 14th, 6:30pm, Kuykendall Hall
Foundation, Tuesday, May 15th, 4:00pm, Conference Room
South Plains Food Bank Food Vouchers Issued, Wednesday, May 16th, 9am-12pm, Church Office
Lubbock Music Club, Friday, May 18th, 9:00am, Chapel/Chapel Parlor]
CDC Preschool Graduation and Reception, Friday, May 25th, 10:00am, Chapel/Chapel Parlor
Children’s Pool Party Summer Kick-Off, Sunday, May 27th, 4:00-6:00pm, Home of Brax & Beth Wright
Church Office Closed For Memorial Day, Monday, May 28th

Keenagers May 4th Outing
This will be our last gathering until September! Please join us for a trip to
Amarillo, TX on May 4th. Our first stop will be the Kwahadi Museum of the
American Indian. This will add to our knowledge of Quanah Parker from
previous trips we have made. Admission fee is $5.00. Lunch will be at Tyler's
Barbeque for some good 'ole Texas BarBQ.' Cost
is $12.00 + tip. Our next stop will be Jack Sisemore
Travel and RV Museum. There we will see many
older motor homes, motorcycles, old cars and
other memorabilia. No admission charge. A lot of memories live there for most
of us. To RSVP, call the church office at 763-1995 or sign up in hallway by noon on
Wednesday, May 2. Hope you can join us! The bus will leave the church at 8:00 a.m.

Angel Closet Ministry of FCC
In addition to issuing 35-45 food vouchers to the South Plains Food Bank each month, FCC
offers emergency snack packs to those who come into our church in need. Each bag has
shelf-stable snack items that do not need to be refrigerated. As the weather gets warmer,
the need for these snack bags increase. We are needing to replenish the supplies for
this ministry. We ask you to prayerfully consider donating one of the following items
that will be placed in the snack packs:
Vienna Sausages or easy to eat canned meals that have an easy open pop-top,
individually wrapped beef sticks, granola/protein bars, water bottles, juice packs,
peanut butter or cheese cracker packs, single packages of peanuts,
individually wrapped hand sanitizer wipes.
Your donations can be dropped off in the church office. Thank you for your help!!
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Joys & Concerns of our Church Family & Friends...
Military News &
Concerns
Lt. Brant Brock- Japan
son-in-law of
Brenda Hendricks
Currently deployed on a ship

We unite with you in your happiness, comfort you in sorrow, and pray for your concerns.
NOTE: If you do not wish for your name to be in our hospital list or prayer concerns,
notify the church office.

Myrna Baldwin- Carillon House

We lift up in prayer our friends and family struggling with ongoing medical issues:
Lt Heath Brown
Millington, TN- grandson of
Flo Brown

Christopher Colgrove
nephew of Laurie Williams

Lieutenant Colonel
Ethan Diven
Anchorage, AK
husband & father of
Sabrina, Jacob & Kendall
and son-in-law of
Jerry & Brenda Stanfield

Members: Robbie Bedker, Sandra Foster, Randell Resneder, Sammy Ribble,
Jan Sanders, Shirley Sharp, Karen Slay, Choya Teichelman
Friends: Jeff Adkins, Bear Bock, Susan Boling, Rob Broadner, Bill Dean, Kyle Gibbs,
Joe Gillispie, Barry Hanks, Katelyn Harlow, Ron King, Shannon Layman, Chris Mackey,
Jeremy Mills, Leroy Montoya, Abu Nasser, Robert Richardson, Mary Stevenson,
Darnell Vandivort

Homebound & Home Communion Prayers:
Kenneth Davis, Tommy Davis, Frances Evans, Cara Irvin, Ruby Power, Pat Renfro,
Herbie Vannoy, Virginia Vincent, Marty Wells

Ryan Mansell
grandson of Jim Bales

1st Lt Nicholas Swanson
USAF, Tinker AFB,
Oklahoma City, OK
grandson of
Virginia Myers Dorman

Capt. Nathaniel Swanson
USMC, Oceana Naval Station,
Virginia Beach, VA
grandson of
Virginia Myers Dorman
If you desire to add one of
your family members to our
military list, please contact
the church office at 763-1995.

It is a joy to report those dismissed from the hospital throughout the past month.
We continue to pray for them as they recover at home:
Bill Dean, Wayne Hollinshead

Our Deepest Sympathy…
We lift up Bill & Linda Adams in the passing of their grandson, Bryson Wright. Bryson
passed from this life on April 9, 2018. A memorial service was held on April 13th at
Broadway Church of Christ.
We lift up Don & Anne Garnett in the passing of their daughter, Lisa Middleton. Lisa
passed from this life on April 27, 2018. Graveside services will be held Wednesday,
May 2nd at the Dawson County Cemetery.

Congratulations to our very own, McKinzie Allison Sanders!
McKinzie was named Teacher of the Year at Atkins Middle School!!
McKinzie is the daughter of David Allison and Karen Jester and the
granddaughter of Wayne & Jane Allison.
Thank you for touching the lives of the students that you work with everyday!
You are making a difference!
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Welcome New Members!!
We joyfully welcome the newest members of our family of faith
at First Christian Church.
Morgan Dellow joined during the Traditional Worship Service on April 15th by Confession of Faith.
Landon Ellis joined during the Simply Worship Service on April 15th by Confession of Faith.
Joan Dulaney and Arlano Funderburk joined by Transfer of Membership during Traditional Worship on
April 22nd.
Nick Kitten joined during the Traditional Worship Service on April 29th.

Baptism
Sharing in your joy and gratitude as you are baptized into the
community of faith!
Morgan Dellow was baptized on Sunday, April 29, 2018 during the 9:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship Service.
Congratulations Morgan!!

You are the body of Christ. Each one of you is a part of it.
1 Corinthians 12:27

We were honored to receive the 2017-18 LISD Partner of the Year award this year due to our ongoing mission
to Bean Elementary School. We praise God for this moment of celebration and we are humbled to be the
recipient. Glory to God and we look forward to our continual partnership with Bean Elementary.

Vacation Bible School Needs YOU!!
VBS is June 4th - 7th from 9:00am-12:00pm. Register your children and volunteer your time and
talents to help. Without our wonderful volunteers, this ministry would not be possible!
Register TODAY at:
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mTxggw9cllXYmL0-i3kG85rc1Zvm6y4cO3tjrwNn0BY
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Trust and Give Thanks . . . Marilyn Wragg
Going into 2018, I suggested adopting the watchwords
trust and entrust. Trust means actively placing our faith in
God; entrust, releasing into God’s care those people and
things we care about. As I find myself daily tempted to
worry and be anxious, it is already time for me to recommit
to those action words of faith.
We are told in Philippians 4:6 not to be anxious about
anything, but rather to present our requests to God in
prayer, with thanksgiving. The steps listed are offered as a
pattern for reaffirming trust and thanks any time anxiety
attacks. I employ them often.

• Tell God what is on your heart, and then state
your trust in Him.
“God, I am so anxious about __, because __. But
God, I trust You.”
“God, I am worried about __, because __. I know
you love him; I entrust her to Your care.”
• Ask God to help you trust in Him.
“I do trust You, God. Please help me trust You
more.”
• Praise God that He is trustworthy and Sovereign.
Pray to grasp and believe it.
“I praise You God that You are Sovereign over all
things! You have proven your trustworthiness
again and again. Please help me grasp and believe
that.”
• Thank God for blessings in your life—especially
blessings related to things that cause you to
worry or be anxious.

An example prayer from recent news is: “God, I am
anxious about the world situation, especially the awful
news about Syria and tensions with Russia. I trust You God,
but I need Your help to trust and not be afraid. I praise You
that You are Sovereign over all. You know the end from the
beginning, and Your purpose will stand. Help me truly grasp
and internalize these truths. Thank You for the many ways You have blessed the USA thus far and the protection
You have provided so many times. May we continue to trust and thank You.”

FCC Family Promise Rotation is May 14-17th
Family Promise of Lubbock helps homeless families with children to regain their independence
and leave homelessness forever. Volunteers are needed to assist by preparing meals, hosting
in the evenings and staying overnight. If you have a heart to serve please call: Linda Taylor
at 806-535-7725 or Wayne Kohout at 806-773-5541. Thank you!

News From Noah’s Nook Children’s Library
Whoever donated 2 huge boxes of books to our Children’s Library, THANK YOU!!!
They are awesome books and in such good condition! We are anxious to get them
catalogued and get them ready to check out. Sunday School classes check out books
once a month. But did you know that our CDC teachers check out books each
Wednesday for their 3 and 4 year old classes? They are so grateful for our library.
So if you have some extra children’s books around your house, or shop garage sales
and see some awesome finds, don’t forget our FCC Noah’s Nook! — Claire
Please save the date for the Children’s Development Center
Graduation Ceremony
May 25th, 2018 at 10:00 AM
Hodges Chapel of First Christian Church
Small reception in the Chapel Parlor following the ceremony
Come celebrate with us!
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2018 Children’s Ministry Summer Calendar

Children’s Ministry
SUMMER KICK-OFF
Sunday, May 27th
4-6pm
10808 Norwood Ave
Join us for pizza and swimming to get this Summer started!
RSVP to Holly at Holly@fcclubbock.org
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Grace and peace to you. We are called by Jesus to the Great Commission in Matthew 28. “Go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in eh name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…”.
What a blessing it is to see God at work reaching out to people all over the world through His ministries at
First Christian Church.
Over Spring Break, 4 of us, 2 college students, myself and my son, departed from Lubbock to meet up with a
group of 10 other people from around Texas and begin this missions journey together. We traveled to
Puerto Rico to fulfill the mission calling that He put on our heart not knowing what to expect. Once we
arrived in Puerto Rico we were greeted and housed by the YWAM group in San Juan. YWAM is an evangelical
interdenominational, non-profit Christian, missionary organization that our church had the pleasure of
hosting in November of 2017 when they came to Lubbock to do mission work. I immediately became close in
relationship with this group. This relationship has flourished and continues to grow as we partner with them
to do mission work locally, nationally, and internationally.
The majority of our trip was spent in the mountains in a community called Cortizol . This community is so far
up in the mountains that FEMA was unable to get to the people and the community. Many of the houses are
still in ruins and the people are living in refuge camps or camping out wherever they can find temporary
housing.
On this trip we focused on hurricane relief efforts and more specifically we went to help a
man by the name of Julio Ortiz. Julio has had a tough go at life, losing his wife and then
shortly after developed tongue cancer. The doctors tried everything to save his tongue but
there was nothing they could do so he has lost his tongue and the ability to communicate
with others. He works 12 hour days plowing a field next to his home where he grows
vegetables and fruits and this has been his form of income. However, since the hurricane
came it destroyed his home and his land leaving him with little ways to provide for
himself.
God put together this crazy team from all over Texas, with different skill sets, and different
life experiences to build this house. We met some obstacles along the way. Of course
lumber is hard to come by in a nation that was totally destroyed by hurricanes and we had to go to five
different cities and 8 different lumber yards in 3 days to find all the materials needed to build his home.
Supplies are also very highly priced in Puerto Rico because of demand, so the price of this trip was very high.
Because of your giving and praying we were able to build Mr. Julio a home, as well as, clear out debris from
his land so he could begin preparing for crop growth.
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It took us four long days to complete his home. Upon completing his home we saw the most emotion
our of Mr. Julio then we had seen this entire trip. He was teary eyed, and giving us hugs and posing for pictures
which had been rare for him to do this entire trip. When we finally were packing up to leave we saw him
unloading the shed that he had been living in and moving into his new home with belongings that had been
salvaged by the hurricane.

We were unaware of the beliefs that Mr. Julio had. This man who was distant from the beginning of our arrival,
wondering and questioning why people from Texas would come and help him with his home became a man
who, when we left, told us that he was seeking a relationship with Jesus. I’m sure there are many questions
that Mr. Julio had but one that he continued to ask was, what was our motivation for being here? It was a
perfect opportunity for us to say, “We love Jesus and that allows us to love you. That is why we are doing this.”
So despite not quiet being able to articulate his words and tell us what his relationship with Christ is, he did
say that he is pursuing a relationship. We can only pray that future trips that we make to Puerto Rico we are
able to meet with him and see that he is on fire for the Lord and begins to share his own testimonies.
We appreciate you partnering with us and sending us. If it wasn’t for you this trip would not have happened
and this house would not have been built. A dream and desire that was placed on our hearts would not have
been fulfilled without your prayers and financial help. Julio was one life out of many that was impacted on this
trip and we are so blessed and grateful to have had you partner with us.
“I know your works. Behold I have set before you an open door which no one is able to shut.
I know that you have but little power and yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name.”
~Revelation 3:8
Blessings and Love!
Jonna, Brody, Dion, and Holly

Youth Ministry Summer Calendar

LCU Encounter
High School: 9th-grads
June 10-16, 2018
Location: Lubbock Christian University (On Campus)
Cost: $295 (Before June 1st)

Camp Champion
Middle School: 6th-8th (completed)
June 24-29, 2018
Location: Lubbock Christian University (On Campus)
Cost: $295 (Before June 1st)
For more information about camps and other upcoming Youth events this summer, contact Scott Hall:
scott@fcclubbock.org
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Jonna Russell, Membership Administrator & Director of College Ministries
jonna@fcclubbock.org, 325/374-4004

Congratulations to our 2018
College and High School Graduates!
We will be celebrating our graduates Sunday, May 20th during the 9:00 am Traditional
Worship Service. Not only will you be able to meet our graduates but one of our college
graduates will be sharing her testimony.
During Sunday school hour we invite all family members of our graduates to Kuykendall Hall
for a banquet where we will fellowship together.
On this Sunday in the Great Hall, you will get the opportunity to write something special to
each graduate or just give your love and best wishes on a picture frame. We will be honoring
the graduates with these gifts during the banquet.
If you would like to send a special something to our graduates please contact Scott Hall or
Jonna Russell.
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid.
Do not be discouraged for the LORD your God will be
with you wherever you go.”
~ Joshua 1:9

Because of the growth that God has
provided our church, we are
reaching out to you and asking if there are
any high school or college graduates that need to
be recognized on this special day.
Please contact Jonna Russell or Scott Hall with this
information.
Jonna 325/374-4004 or Scott Hall 806/283-0566

5.10.18
6:30 pm in the Chapel
FREE FOOD Following Worship in
the Courtyard!
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Worship Times
Sundays:
Prayer Service:
8:00 a.m.
Chapel

MISSION STATEMENT OF FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Empowered by the Holy Spirit we will NURTURE: help individuals become
more Christ-like, SHARE: lead people into a relationship with God through
the love of Jesus Christ, and REACH OUT: call each member to respond to the
needs of others in Jesus’ Name.

Traditional Service:
9:00 a.m.
Sanctuary
Sunday School:
10:00 a.m.
Simply Worship:
11:00 a.m.
Chapel
PHONE:
806-763-1995
Fax: 806-763-5904
OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday
8:30 a.m.-Noon
1:00-4:00 p.m.
Friday
8:30 a.m.-Noon
Family Life
Community Center
747-5962
Office Hours: 3-6 p.m.
We’re on the web!
www.fcclubbock.org

WEEKLY
MEN’S
BREAKFAST
Tuesdays, 7:00 a.m.

Cast Iron Grill
620 19th Street

May 1
Paige Belew
May 2
Travis Bridwell
Carter Bowers
May 4
Carolyn Lawrence
David Gorsuch
Tobey Duty
Logan Brown
Joanna Carr

May 9
Lyn Williams
Mike Wragg
May 10
JoAnne Overstreet
Melissa Reeves
May 11
Susan Clowe
Carol Weeks
Alicia Johnson

May 25
Marilyn Wragg

May 18
Margaret Kennedy
Daniel Carter
Thad Bartholomew
Asher Branecky

May 26
Bob Irvin
Kelly Jenkins

May 19
Larry Weiss
Piper Rains

May 14
Frances Ansley
Lou Ann Underwood

May 5
Cindy Watson
Bobby Yates
Mechelle Underwood May 15
Steve Ball
May 6
May 16
Lance Cunningham
Anne Sweazy
Sarah Etter
Pete Broome
May 7
Susan Broome
Nikolas Becker
Jerry Chapman
Charles Dodge
Tasia Dixon
Kenleigh Conner

May 17
Finley Rawe

May 21
Harry Mayes
Jack Kirkpatrick
MacKenzie Chunn

May 28
Larry Simon
Chris Level
May 29
Sue Williams
May 30
Ruby Power
Scarlet Stevens

May 22
Melissa Follis
May 23
John Paul Belew
May 24
Pat Strong

STORE HOURS: Every Sunday, 8:30 – 11:15 a.m.
All profits go to our church!
Located Inside the Church Office!
Marilyn Wragg’s book Prayer Matters is available
in the Nook. Get your copy TODAY!!

