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The Light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.
John 1:5
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Light

hurch Family,

I know how much each of us
cares about the life and condition of
FCC. Thank you for all your prayers,
expressions of unity, and willingness
to be flexible in the past couple
months. The love we have for God and
each other has been on full display.
I’m writing you with a few updates.
Summary:

•

Beginning Sunday, June 7th, 2020 our Parking Lot
Service moves to 9:00 AM.

•

We are making plans to include an 11:00 AM Sanctuary
Service, but are not ready to commit to a start date yet.
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the organ; the chance to be out of our vehicles and
seeing each other more easily. There are some
temporary restrictions, however. Given the CDC’s
spacing recommendations, our sanctuary could hold
approximately 100 people. We would prepare
Kuykendall Hall with chairs for overflow with a
livestream. Research indicates that singing could be a
high risk activity, especially in large groups. Therefore
we will most likely discourage congregational singing.
Masks coverings will be encouraged. We will include
the lyrics of hymns in our liturgy, and highlight
instrumental hymns. Ushers will be utilized for
spacing; entrance and exits will need to be done in an
orderly fashion. Communion will be done spiritually
and not physically for now. Offerings will be received
upon exiting the sanctuary. Childcare is not available
at this time.

It's not hard to see that this also is not ideal. The
FCC is strong and still relying on God and on each of our Sanctuary Service should bring peace and comfort to
many even if it’s not all the way “normal.” In the same
involvement and assistance.
way, we have grown and glorified God in the
With the summer heat coming, I’m pleased to see us move our abnormality of the outdoor service.
time Parking Lot Service to 9:00 AM. While we continue to In addition to your prayers and continued support in
meet safely, most of us have gotten more comfortable with the presence and financial contributions, I do ask one
worship and fellowship outdoors. While it is not ideal, this more thing. Please keep this historic moment from
service gives us the ability to gather, sing, remember the Gospel, being politically divisive in the church. The divide of
and learn from the Bible. Our attendance has been outstanding our nation persists in these days. The health of FCC
and, as many have told me, it is the highlight of countless and our witness for Jesus is best when we leave
partisan politics out of the conversation. I’ve been the
peoples’ weeks.
pastor at FCC for nearly 6 years and am grateful to see
The 11:00 AM Sanctuary Service will be scheduled after (1) we that even the most politically involved members, put
see a discernable trend of the virus decreasing in Lubbock the Christian faith and religion first.
County, and (2) when our staff and lay leaders feel competent in
our plans and preparations. According to research, apart from Many in the nation are obsessed with our President.
long term care facilities, congregational worship is the greatest Whether for him or against him, the masses watch
gathering of at risk people, age-wise. It is tempting to compare carefully and respond to every move. As Christians
ourselves to businesses or other churches, but our leadership our passion is with Jesus Christ. We pray for the
believes in patience, prayer, and wisdom that God promises to President, as we did the one before, but our chief focus
give. It is only logical to confess that whatever we do is either must remain on the Lord and the reason He has called
going to be an over or under reaction; only God is perfect. The us by name. There are many Americans looking for
hope we have is not in our ability to do things perfectly and answers today. People are having their souls moved by
timely; our hope is in God who promises: “Whether you turn to the nation’s crisis. All of them need Jesus Christ.
the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, Think, therefore, of the church as the medic’s tent.
Along with the Holy Spirit we lift high the cross, live
saying, ‘This is the way; walk in it’” (Isaiah 30:21).
by grace, and put the Gospel first, that many more
Many pastors are fretting from the pressure they’re under in would know the love of Jesus.
leading this decision, along with their lay leaders. In my case, I
have felt nothing negative or mean-spirited from anyone in the This is our time to shine and continue the path which
church. While I feel the strain that is natural in leading decision- began, not just in 1901, but in the 33 CE when Jesus
making during unprecedented times, I am only experiencing ordained His church to preach to the nations.
support and advice from the members of FCC. For this I am full
God bless us all!
of gratitude! The love in this church is divine and God blessed.
Pastor Paul
The Sanctuary Service would offer several benefits: the sacred
space we miss dearly; the altar; musical offerings from Daryl on
•

a

Light word

Trust God for the Path Ahead . . . Marilyn Wragg
A man, camping in the woods with his son, instructed
the boy to walk into town to mail a letter. “But Dad,” said
the boy, “the trail does not go to the town.” “No,” said the
father, “but the trail leads to that big tree you can see in
the distance. When you get to the tree, you will see a
group of houses. When you get to the houses, you will see
the post office, and there you can mail the letter.”
Reassured, the son obediently headed down the trail.
That story is a comforting visual for these times. It also
inspires prayerful trust.
The path ahead for our country and world has corners
that no one can see around. Thus, opinions significantly
vary about when and how best to proceed. That is
unsettling at best; for many, it is terrifyingly unacceptable.
But for children of God, it should come as no surprise.
We are called to live by faith, knowing that while we
cannot see beyond the next corner, our heavenly Father
can. Our omniscient God sees every step of every way.
While that is humbling, it affords the utmost relief and
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Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on
your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge
Him, and He will direct your paths. Proverbs 3:5–6
Lord, I do not know what is best, but I know that You
know. Help me let go of my need for control. Help me
trust in You. Please direct my path, the paths of my
dear ones, and the paths of our leaders.
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
Psalm 119:105
God, through Your Spirit and Your Word, give me
enough light for the decisions I need to make this day.
Take away my worries over tomorrow.
A man’s heart plans his way, but the Lord directs his
steps. Proverbs 16:9
You know, Lord, that I have been trained to plan
ahead. Please guide my planning. Teach me to hold
my plans loosely—always deferring to Your will and
trusting in Your sovereign direction.
But He knows the way that I take; when He has tested
me, I will come forth as gold. Job 23:10
Father God, how comforting it is to remember that
You know the way that I take. You know every test and
every trial. I praise You that in my Savior, Jesus
Christ, my eternal future is shining and secure.

comfort. We do not have to figure everything out. We simply set our sight on the next corner God has
revealed and obediently head down the trail, trusting God to direct our paths from corner to corner, until we
reach home.

Noah’s Nook
Noah’s Nook has received OVER 100 children’s book donations. Many of them are brand new books, and the
rest are slightly read. When our library opens up again, look for them on a shelf labelled "NEW BOOKS YOU
HAVEN’T SEEN YET!”
Quite a few overdue books have been returned the past few months. Thank you. When we open up again,
Noah’s Nook will be loaded with books, DVDs, and other learning materials. I can’t wait to see you in the
library again.

May 3rd
General
Designated

$14,091.0
$150.00

May 10th

May 17th

May 24th

$19,079.48

$13,639.80

$18,575.74

$250.00

$430.00

$1,500.00

Light note
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A New Hymn to Learn and Sing at Home this June
“Fear not, for I am with you. Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will
uphold you with my righteous right hand.”
-Isaiah 41:10

Brittney
Hardin
Worship and
Music
Pastor

this little

Light

FATHER’ S
DAY
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Children’s Bible Lesson
Wednesday, April 22nd

June 21st

June 21, 2020

This is a fun recipe to make with children or for a church activity. Look up the Bible passages to find each ingredient. The
answers are located on page 9. Have fun and enjoy!
Ingredients:
1 cup Judges 5:25
1 1/2 cups Jeremiah 6:20
2 Job 39:14
1 1/2 cups 1 Kings 4:22
1 teaspoon Luke 13:21
pinch of Leviticus 2:13
1/2 teaspoon Exodus 30:23
3 cups of Psalm 25:7
8 oz 2 Samuel 6:19
1 cup Song of Solomon 6:11
Directions:
Melt Judges, add in Job and Jeremiah, mix together and set aside.
In a separate bowl combine Kings, Luke, Exodus, and Leviticus. Fold them into the first
mixture.
Add Psalms and mix well.
Lastly, stir in Samuel and Song of Solomon.
Drop by tablespoon full onto lightly greased cookie sheet and bake at 350 degrees for
approximately 15 minutes.

Light reading
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Standing Firm

How long has this cloud of COVID-19 been hanging over us, and how much longer will it
continue? Only God knows. Clearly we are not in control. This reminds me of a situation the
people of Israel found themselves in as recorded in 2nd Chronicles 20. They were confronted
with a huge army much too powerful for them. In their helplessness and desperation they
turned to the Lord and said, “...Lord we don’t know what to do.” But turning to the Lord,
depending on Him was exactly the right thing to do. They went out to face the enemy army

Arlano Funderburk
Pastoral Care

the next day and their king told them, “...Believe in the Lord your God, and you will be able to stand firm…”
They did believe, they were able to stand firm and they were delivered! By the grace of God may we do the
same.
Let us never forget that our God is not limited by our limitations. What is too hard for us is never too hard for
Him. If we truly trust Him he will enable us to stand firm and be loving witnesses to our hurting and
frightened world. Are you trusting in Him today?

In the Life of the Church by Deborah Bigness
When Dr. Dudley Strain officiated at the funeral of Mollie G. Abernathy on Sunday,
June 5, 1960, the service commemorated a remarkable life – and the end of an era in
the history of the church. Mollie was the last surviving charter member of the First
Christian Church and the last living student of the first class at Add-Ran College in
Thorp Spring, Texas, known today as Texas Christian University.

Mollie Davis Wylie was born in 1866 to a ranching family in Hood County, Texas
where she married James W. “Jim” Jarrott in 1886. In 1901, The Jarrotts led several
pioneer families to the plains and settled west of Lubbock. Jim was murdered on
August 27, 1902, in an apparent attempt to force the settlers off of their land. It

J.W. and Mollie Jarrott
ca. 1886

failed. All of them remained and Mollie managed her ranch alone. Jim’s murder
remained unsolved for thirty years.
In 1905, Mollie married Monroe Abernathy, Lubbock County Justice of the Peace and a civil engineer.
Together, they were instrumental in the growth of the church and the city. They were instrumental in

bringing the railroad to the area, built landmark buildings in downtown, and donated the land for McKenzie
Park among many other achievements. At the time of her death, Mollie was survived by two of her four
children, five grandchildren, nine great grandchildren, and one great-great grandchild.

Light of children
Bean Elementary / Good News Club Update/
Overview by Marcy Lawless
As is obvious to everyone, the 2019-2020 school year
came to a close in a most unexpected and unprecedented
manner this year, bringing an abrupt ending to our ministry at
First Christian Church’s adopted school, Bean Elementary.
Although the spread of the COVID-19 virus was beginning to
increase as the children departed for Spring Break on March
13th, no one could have imagined that there would be no
return to classes, no more interaction with our lunch buddies,
no more Good News Club meetings, no Teacher Appreciation
week luncheon or 5th Grade Graduation Banquet. Many
concerns and countless prayers have been shared ever since,
but we also want to take this opportunity to praise God for the
many ways the mission & ministry to/through Bean
Elementary and the Good News Club have been fruitful this
year.

First, a note of explanation about FCC’s involvement
at Bean. There actually are two separate missions of outreach
at the school: 1) FCC’s Mission of Adoption of Bean
Elementary School and 2) FCC’s Mission of Evangelism
through the Good News Club which is held at Bean. Below
are the ways these missions are expressed through various
programs and events.
FCC’s Mission of Adoption
The 2019-2020 school year was the fourth year for FCC’s
involvement at Bean as our adoptive school, seeking ways to
minister and extend Christ’s love to the children, teachers and
staff. Bob Lawless is the Bean Elementary Adoptive School
Mission Chair and relies on many FCC volunteers and
supporters to carry out the following areas of ministry:
Annual School Supply Drive (July-August): The Church’s
generosity is shown during the school supply drive each
summer, and last year was no different, with an amazing
assemblance of items from Bean’s request list, plus
monetary gifts that allowed the purchase of even more to
fulfill the many needs of the teachers and children.
WATCH FOR DETAILS OF THIS EFFORT WHEN
MORE INFORMATION IS KNOWN ABOUT THE RESTART OF SCHOOL FOR THE 2020-2021 YEAR.
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Prayer with Teachers: Coordinated with Principal
Thomas, dates and times are set aside so that the
FCC pastoral staff and various volunteers are
able to gather and pray with the teachers and
staff each six-week period.
Balloon Arch for the Start of School: The Yates
family donated a red carpet during the second
year of school adoption—a wonderful gift that is
rolled out on special occasions at the school,
including the first day of school. For the second
year, we also supplied a beautiful balloon arch
for the children to walk through as they came
back from summer vacation on August 14, 2019.
Lunch Buddy Program (Dave Bender,
coordinator): Every year, volunteers from FCC
meet each week for a 30 minute lunch period,
one-on-one with children who have been
designated by teachers as needing extra support
and attention. Although this occasionally
includes a bit of academic assistance, the true
purpose is to give love and encouragement. FCC
had 15 volunteer lunch buddies this past school
year.
Raised Garden Project (Dave Bender, coordinator):
During the first year of adoption, the Men of the
Church assisted the school in putting in a
watering system for several raised beds so that
the children could have the experience of
growing vegetables, plants and flowers.
Regrettably, the overall project has languished
due to the lack of extra time and oversight
needed from the teachers. We remain optimistic
that one day, this will be
a viable addition to
curriculum.
Fall Festival: Holly Jessen
coordinated with
teachers at Bean to plan
a parking lot “Trunk or
Treat” from First
Church for the past two

years. The Fall Festival is well attended by the children
and their families, and we had 12-14 cars lined up with
assorted candy and treats last fall. We hope to find a new
coordinator of this project for the coming year.

headed by Beverly Shaver from the Seeker’s Class. We
recognize the teachers with various treats (prepared on
rotation by the classes) each six-week period; gifts for their
birthdays (this year, a devotional that the teachers really liked);
Christmas gifts and a Teacher Appreciation Week luncheon
(typically prepared by FCC member, Tom Johnson) during
National Teacher Appreciation Week in May. All was executed
except the luncheon and in its place, we gave each teacher a gift
card to Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt.

Christmas Book Project: Each year, funds are raised in
October/November to order and purchase (through the
LISD at their pricing) pre-selected books, as determined
by the teachers of each grade level. Every child at Bean
Elementary, from Pre-K through the 5th grade, receives a
book at their respective Christmas parties—a total number FCC’S Mission of Evangelism through The Good News
Club
of around 525 books last December. Not only has the
2019-2020 was the second year for FCC volunteers to
congregation been generous in underwriting the books but
lead a weekly after-school program to bring the good
many members come together to enjoy a “wrapping party”
news of Jesus to registered children in the Bean Café.
in early December which is a fun family event, complete
Marcy Lawless is the Mission Chair for The Good News
with cookies and hot chocolate. Members also are invited
Club, and she and Bob Lawless are the Co-Team
to come to the school to deliver the books to each
Leaders for the club, with Beth Wright serving as the
classroom during the Christmas parties.
Administrative Coordinator. Add to those an amazing
team of 10 volunteers, including Dave & Dawn Bender,
Valentine’s Day Dental Bags: Thanks to Arlano Funderburk,
Brittney Hardin, Brenda Hendricks, Carla Holt, Tom
our focus at Valentine’s changed from FCC bookmarks
Johnson, Pam Patton, Bev Shaver, Julie Swindle and
and suckers the first two years to bags of dental items
Marilyn Wragg! Each 90-minute club meeting is packed
including a new toothbrush and toothpaste the past two
full of learning, action and fun and includes small group
years—obviously needed after all the candy! These are
time with Table Shepherds; songs, with motions; a Bible
bagged with a card from the FCC family and distributed
lesson; a Mission lesson; Wonder Time; and review
during the Valentine’s Day parties, and we thank Dr.
games. Average attendance was around 25 children each
Robert Grimes, DDS & FCC member for gifting all
week and God showed up in big and small ways. We
brushes and paste for this project in 2020.
completed three six-week lesson series before Spring
th
Break: The Life of Joseph, The Life of Esther, and
5 Grade Awards Banquet: In 2017, 2018 and 2019, FCC
Jesus: God of Power and Glory, and we were
hosted the 5th Grade Awards Banquet (luncheon) in
embarking on The Ministry of Paul before our plans
Kuykendall Hall for students and their families.
th
came to a halt
Regrettably, the 2020 banquet was scheduled for May 18
Given the length of this report, there are just two pieces
and could not be held. It is tradition to give each student
moving on to Middle School at double-walled tumbler on
which is printed: “First Christian Church congratulates the
Class of 2027!” (the current class’s projected graduation
date). We have these cups on hand and may be able to
distribute them during a summer event that the Bean
administration is hoping to hold in July or early August.
Bibles are also available for students to take, and in the
past, almost every child wanted one.
Student Birthdays: Neon-colored “Happy Birthday from
FCC” pencils are given to every student on his/her
birthday throughout the year.
Teacher Appreciation: We established a “Teacher
Appreciation” committee with representation from FCC
Sunday School classes and this past school year, it was

which, hopefully, reflect the depth of what these children
learn and take with them, the first from a mother of two
sisters in the program who sent this edited e-mail a
couple of weeks ago:

Bean Continued….
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“The girls are doing great. They pray to the Father every meal
and before bed. Karina really misses y’all so much. She
has still been reading the Bible and going over a lot of the
same material. You all have made such a big difference in
my children’s lives. Thank you for the time you have
spent. . .it is truly
amazing what they have learned.”
The second is a memory from the year submitted by GNC
volunteer, Tom Johnson:
My favorite memory from the 2019-2020 GNC sessions was
during one of the Question and Answer Games when the
six Bean Elementary Groups were divided into two teams
and answering questions about the lesson
The lesson was from Jesus: Gods’ Power and Grace; The
score between the teams was tied and Mr. Bob asked a
bonus question: What is Gods’ Plan for Mankind?
If I only had had the camera running when 2nd Grader Kenzii
answered the question in her sweet little tiny voice saying,
”God sent Jesus to save us from our sins!” – I can’t decide
if it was Mr. Bob, Ms. Marcy or Ms. Marilyn or the other
Shepherds that had the biggest smile in the room.
Probably was Jesus – who always let the “little children
come to me.”

MAY ATTENDANCE
Christian Evangelism Fellowship (CEF) training and
leadership is providing help to all the adult leaders and
children. It is working-- the Word (Bible) is being taught,
the Gospel is being presented, God is being glorified and
the children are having fun. If every child at Bean can
give that answer, our work will be completed there and we
can start with a new school year or another school. Did I
miss anything-oh yes- the adults in the this GNC at Bean
Elementary are seeing the fruits of their work for the Lord
and both the adults and children grow in Christ each day.
This is the purpose of Good News Club.

May 3

10:00 am– 185

May 10

10:00 am– 235

May 17

10:00 am– 247

May 24

10:00 am– 243

Answers to Scripture Cookie Recipe:
Judges 5:25 - butter
Jeremiah 6:20 - sugar
Job 39:14 - eggs
1 Kings 4:22 - flour
Luke 13:21 - baking soda
Leviticus 2:13 - salt
Exodus 30:23 - cinnamon
Psalm 25:7 - quick cook oats
2 Samuel 6:19 - chopped dates
Song of Solomon 6:11 - chopped walnuts

-

Lift up the
Military
Prayers
Lt. Brant BrockNorfolk–
Home from
Deployment
son-in-law of
Brenda Hendricks
Christopher
Colgrove
Kuwait
nephew of
Laurie Williams
Lieutenant
Colonel
Ethan Diven
Newport News, VA
husband & father
of
Sabrina, Jacob
&
Kendall
and son-in-law of
Jerry & Brenda
Stanfield
1st Lt Nicholas
Swanson
USAF, Elmendorf
Air Force Base,
Anchorage Alaska
grandson of
Virginia Myers
Dorman
Capt. Nathaniel
Swanson
USMC, Cherry
Point Marine
Corps, Havelock,
North Carolina
grandson of
Virginia Myers
Dorman
Jay Underwood
Army
South Korea
son of LouAnn
Underwood

Light
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We lift up in prayer our Friends and Family
Members: Bobbie Bernard, Robbie Bedker, Dawn Bender, John Paul Belew, Lynn

Cooper, Steve DeHay, Laura Flieller, Chris Kebert, Lucy Lanotte, Carolyn Lawrence,
Juda McKinney, Burle Pettit, Randell Resneder, Dick Tarr, D’Ann Yeager

Friends: Fred Alley, Sandra Bermingham, Debbie Boen, Bear Bock, Chelsea
Branscum, Marilyn Brinkley, Paula Sue Dunbar, Monica Etter, Steven Garcia, Joe
Gillispie, Donna Harger, Deborah Haywood, Eric Hite, Chris Mackey, Kristen Mata,
Katelyn Mills, Leroy Montoya, Kerry Coats Nielson, Eli Overley, Victoria Pena,
Shannon Etter Thompson, Darnell Vandivort, Pauline Webb, Carol White, Connie
Turner Wilson
Homebound & Home Communion Prayers
Frances Ansley, Alan Barkley, Pat Davis, Kaye Greer, Lynise McDonald, Frances
Evans, Sandra Foster, Cara Irvin, Barbara Onstead, Ruby Power, Mary Jane Shannon,
Marty Wells, Jan Sanders, Shelley and Bert Nelson, Joan Brown, Gypsie Taylor

Entered into Heaven

We lift up the following families in prayerClarence Guhl entered into God’s Kingdom on May 10th, 2020. A memorial service
was held on May 18th in the FCC Parking Lot. Please pray for his family during this
time.
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Worship Times
Sundays:

Parking Lot Service:
10:00a.m.
West Parking Lot

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday
8:30 a.m.-Noon
1:00-4:00 p.m.
Friday
8:30 a.m.-Noon
OFFICE PHONE
806-763-1995
Fax: 806-763-5904

SUN

TUES

WED

THUR

FRI

SAT

1
Beth Wright

2
Mary Lewis

3
Emma Cushman

4

Chelsea Thero

David Lovett

Amanda Gore

5
Karen
Worley

6
Wade
Cypert

Linda Taylor

Lola Johnson

Pat Davis

Kynlea Sanders

7
Carole Berry
Deborah Bigness

Family Life
Community Center
747-5962
Office Hours: 3-6 p.m.

MON

8
Myrna Baldwin

9
Dean Shuman

10
Angie King

11
Kathy Turner

J.D. Smith

McKinzie Sanders

Paige Kohout

12
Mary
Carpenter

13
Cuyler
Lawrence

Sharon
Kohout

Jen
Townsley

Larry
Robinson
14

15
Gwen Metzig

16

17

18

19
Megan
McKinney

20
Scott
Mackenzie

Martha
Voyles

The Light is
published monthly
January-December.
The Light informs
members of
congregational
news/activities
Managing EditorMary Norman

21

28
Marlene Hutton
Barbie Stevens

22
Bettye Cook

23
Amy Hight

Lily Young

Wayne Kohout

29
Jack McClendon

30
Brandie Bishop

24

25
Jim Childers
Nick Kitten

26
Jan Collier

27
Sandra
Thames

